Building a Micro

Observatory %




Overview
o WHY did | build it?

o WHERE did I build it?
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WHY?

o Work full-time + 2 kids = not a lot of spare
time to observe

o Majority of observing from backyard




My Backyard




WHERE?

o Backyard has good view to East & South, no
view North & West
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o Houses, porch lights, & tall
trees to contend with
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HOW?

o Small footprint + stability =
concrete pier w/ cantilevered table

o All components readily available at




Dig A Hole

Start Date: July 19, 2014

all hard packed clay
(ugg!)




Put Something Into Hole 1
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form wire

8” concrete

mesh base,
support
6" while setting
drainage
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Put Something Into Hole 2

24hrs later, add
Sonatube, backfill w/
gravel, then dirt leaving
room for sod




Trim Bits Off/Add Bits On




Dig A Trench/Lay Cables
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2 X GFCl receptacles,
seal holes with foam



Give’r A Go




Vi Aarme
i)

h Upgrade

.

I,
L
N

'n

-

3

3

N

N




Into The Doghouse

lightweight spruce &
aluminum frame,
house wrap + PT

fence board exterior



WHAT Worked?

o Properly aligned GEM = rich creamy observing
goodness (tracking + GOTQO’s)

o Telescopes already at ambient — no cooldown




WHAT Didn’t Work?

o Hand dug hole —laborious & limited depth
o rental post hole digger would have been better

o Hand mixing concrete — laborious
o rental electric mixer would have been easier




Last Words

* Low cost (pier $S200, cabling
S200, doghouse $S300)

* Very happy with final result
* Don’t give second thought to




